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Today's prelims practice Question

Q)Consider the following statements regarding Godavari River.

1.Godavari is the largest River in peninsular India.
2.The Godavari River rises from Trimbakeshwar and drains into Arabian Sea.
3.Purna, Indravati, Musi and Majira are the tributaries of the Godavari River.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1, 2
b) 1 only
c) 1, 3
d) 1, 2, 3



Explanation

❑ The Godavari river is the largest river system 
of Peninsular India. The Godavari basin 
extends over States of Maharashtra, Andhra 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Odisha in addition 
to smaller parts in Madhya Pradesh, 
Karnataka and Puducherry (Yanam) having a 
total area of approximately 3 lakh Sq.km.

❑ The river flows in southeast direction across 
south-central India states. After flowing for 
about 1,465 km., in a generally southeast 
direction, it falls into the Bay of Bengal.



Today's prelims practice Question

Q. India's first sunken museum was recently inaugurated by Union Culture Minister 
Gajendra Singh Shekawat in which of the Following cities ?

a. Mumbai
b. Kolkata
c. Delhi
d. Pune



Quad calls for end to violence

CONTEXT

▪ The Quadrilateral group of 

Australia, India, Japan, and the 

U.S. intends to expand the Indo-
Pacific Partnership for Maritime 

Domain Awareness (IPMDA) into 

the Indian Ocean Region, the 

Foreign Ministers of the four 

member countries announced in 
Tokyo .



▪ The four Quad countries are democracies that are 

working as a “powerful stabilising factor”.

▪ To enhance regional maritime domain awareness 

in the Pacific through satellite data, training and 

capacity building.

▪ Intend to geographically expand the Indo-Pacific 

Partnership for Maritime Domain Awareness (IPMDA) 

to the Indian Ocean region.”

▪ The IPMDA is aimed at ensuring safety and security 

of the critical sea lanes.

▪ “The importance of maintaining and upholding 

freedom of navigation and overflight, other lawful 

uses of sea, and unimpeded commerce consistent 

with international law”



QUAD

▪ It is the grouping of four democracies –India, Australia, 
the US, and Japan.

▪ All four nations find a common ground of being 
democratic nations and also support the common interest 
of unhindered maritime trade and security.

▪ It aims to ensure and support a “free, open and 
prosperous” Indo-Pacific region.

▪ The idea of Quad was first mooted by Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe in 2007. However, the idea couldn’t 
move ahead with Australia pulling out of it, apparently due 
to Chinese pressure.

▪ Finally in 2017, India, Australia, the US and Japan, came 
together and formed this “quadrilateral” coalition.



Opportunities for India Under Quad Arrangement

Countering China:

▪ The maritime space is a lot more important to China than 
engaging in opportunistic land grab attempts in the 
Himalayas.

▪ A huge chunk of Chinese trade happens via the Indian 
oceanic routes that pass through maritime chokepoints.

▪ In the event of any Chinese aggression on borders, India 
by cooperating with Quad countries can potentially disrupt 
Chinese trade.

Emerging as a Net Security Provider:

▪ There is a growing great power interest in the maritime 
sphere, especially with the arrival of the concept of 
‘Indo-Pacific’. For instance, many European countries 
have recently released their Indo-Pacific strategies.



▪ With India, located right at the centre of the Indo-Pacific 
geopolitical imagination can realise the vision of a 
‘broader Asia’ that can extend its influence away from 
geographical boundaries.

▪ Moreover, India can build around collective action in 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, monitoring 
shipping for search and rescue or anti-piracy operations, 
infrastructure assistance to climatically vulnerable 
states, connectivity initiatives and similar activities.

Issues Related to Quad

▪ Undefined Vision: Although there is potential for 
cooperation, the Quad remains a mechanism without a 
defined strategic mission.

▪ Maritime Dominated: The entire focus on the Indo-
Pacific makes the Quad a maritime, rather than a land-
based grouping, raising questions whether the 
cooperation extends to the Asia-Pacific and Eurasian 
regions.



Human Failure

Context

▪ A recent tragedy at an IAS 
coaching centre in New Delhi, 
where flooding resulted in the 
deaths of three IAS aspirants, 
highlights the increasing issue of 
urban flooding exacerbated by 
human errors and inadequate 
infrastructure.



Regulatory and Safety Concerns

▪  Building regulations in India generally restrict the 
use of basements for habitation, allowing them for 
storage, parking, and utility purposes. 
However, mixed-use buildings often see basements 
used for activities like coaching classes, which may 
not comply with these regulations.

▪ The Delhi Master Plan 2021 mandates that basement 
usage for coaching centres requires clearance from 
fire authorities and other statutory bodies. There is 
uncertainty whether the coaching centre in question 
had the necessary approvals and if any changes in 
basement use were duly notified.

▪ Inspection and Compliance Issues: Often, users avoid 
notifying authorities about changes to avoid 
bureaucratic hurdles and potential bribe demands. 
This non-compliance contributes to unsafe 
conditions, as seen in recent urban flooding 
incidents.



Infrastructure and Flood Management

▪ Localized flooding in cities like New Delhi is 
becoming more common due to both natural 
topography and poor urban planning. Flooding 
often damages critical infrastructure, as seen in 
past incidents like the 2015 Chennai floods.

▪ Basements are particularly vulnerable during 
floods due to limited access and poor ventilation. 
Effective flood management for such spaces 
requires specialized pumping systems and other 
mitigation measures to prevent water ingress.

▪ Resilience Measures: To enhance flood resilience, 
buildings should include features such as 
concrete walls, flood barriers, and non-return 
valves. These measures can prevent water from 
entering basements and other critical areas up to 
a height of 1.5 meters.



The Problem with India’s blocking of the 

Chinese

Context

▪ Indian authorities have 
acknowledged a significant 
skill gap between Chinese and 
Indian technicians, impacting 
productivity in various sectors. 
Despite the need for Chinese 
expertise, visa restrictions have 
hindered their entry, 
exacerbating India's challenges 
in bridging this gap and 
advancing its manufacturing 
sector.



Current Visa and Skill Gap Challenges

▪ Indian officials have sharply reduced visas for 
Chinese nationals from 200,000 in 2019 to just 
1,000 this year due to security concerns and 
political tensions. This decline affects various 
industries reliant on Chinese technical expertise.

▪ Indian businesses, including those in footwear 
and solar manufacturing, struggle with 
underutilized Chinese machinery due to 
insufficient local expertise. Chinese technicians are 
noted for their productivity and ability to maximize 
resources.

▪ India’s education system lags behind China’s, with 
only about 15% of Indian students having basic 
international skills compared to 85% of Chinese 
students. This education gap underscores the 
urgent need for foreign expertise to fill technical 
roles.



Historical and Comparative Insights

▪ China leveraged foreign expertise and improved its 
education system over decades, successfully 
transitioning from a weaker educational base to a 
global manufacturing leader. This strategy 
combined international knowledge with local 
educational advancements.

▪ In the 1980s, South Korea used foreign technology 
alongside its strong educational foundation to 
advance rapidly. This example illustrates how 
essential a solid educational base is for effectively 
utilizing foreign expertise.

▪  India has expanded school infrastructure but 
struggled with educational quality, resulting in low 
skill levels among students. This problem hampers 
India’s ability to benefit from advanced 
technologies and foreign knowledge.



Future Implications and Recommendations

▪ India’s potential for labor-intensive manufactured 
exports remains constrained by its limited human 
capital and strict visa policies. This reduces its 
competitiveness compared to countries like 
Vietnam and Mexico, which have capitalized on 
similar opportunities.

▪ India’s restrictive visa policies and educational 
inadequacies risk missing out on global 
manufacturing and technology trends. This could 
further isolate India from significant economic 
advancements and investment opportunities.

▪ To avoid further economic setbacks, India must 
address its educational deficiencies and 
reconsider visa restrictions for foreign experts. 
Enhancing domestic capabilities and integrating 
foreign knowledge is crucial for future growth.



Approach :

❑ Introduce this answer by writing What is Quad and some basic details about it.

❑ Write what is the objective of QUAD-Especially from the military cooperation 
perspective.

❑ Write How QUAD has been transforming itself into trade bloc

❑ Write implication for QUAD

❑ Conclude the answer by writing a way forward

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD)’ is the 

transforming itself into a trade bloc from a military 
alliance, in present times – Discuss.



QUAD is also known as Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD). QUAD is an informal 
group of India, the US, Japan and Australia. It is a strategic dialogue with the objective 
to ensure a free, open, inclusive and prosperous Indo Pacific.

Write what is the objective of QUAD-Especially from the military cooperation 
perspective.

❑ The motive behind the Quad is to keep the strategic sea routes in the Indo-Pacific free of any 
military or political influence.

❑ It is basically seen as a strategic grouping to reduce Chinese domination.

❑ The core objective of the Quad is to secure a rules-based global order, freedom of navigation 
and a liberal trading system. 

❑ The coalition also aims to offer alternative debt financing for nations in the Indo-Pacific 
region.

❑ The Quad leaders exchange views on contemporary global issues such as critical and 
emerging technologies, connectivity and infrastructure, cyber security, maritime security, 
humanitarian assistance, disaster relief, climate change, pandemic and education.



❑ Write How QUAD has been transforming itself into trade bloc

❑ There have been discussions about the QUAD transforming itself into a 

trade bloc.

❑ This would involve the four countries reducing trade barriers and 

increasing economic integration.

❑ A trade bloc would allow for increased trade and investment between the 
countries involved, creating economic benefits for all.

❑ It would also serve to counter China’s economic influence in the region, 

as well as provide an alternative to the Belt and Road Initiative.

❑ There are numerous reasons to increase economic engagement 
within the QUAD nations—the four countries, with a combined 
population of over 1.8 billion people, represent a quarter of the 
world’s population and over $30 trillion in GDP. 

❑ In 2018, trade between the four countries totalled more than 
$440 billion, with nearly $6 trillion in trade with the rest of the 
world.



India’s strong economic ties with the QUAD economies are reflected in its bilateral 
trade volume with each member. During 2019-2020, these three economies 
accounted for 15% of India’s total trade.

Write implication for QUAD

❑ The transition from a military alliance to a trade bloc would have significant 

implications for the countries involved and the region as a whole.

❑ The countries involved, increased economic cooperation would create 

economic benefits, including increased trade and investment.

❑ It would provide an alternative to China’s Belt and Road Initiative, which has 

been criticized for its debt-trap diplomacy.

QUAD’s shift from a military alliance towards a trade bloc is a significant development. It 
reflects the growing importance of economic cooperation and the need to promote free 
and fair trade among QUAD countries.



Thank you
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